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Ieak Pdelman, Informant
701 2nd, 2%.
Nervile lake, ¥,D .

I was born iz New York ity September 1C, 1888. My father
Abrahan Ydelmin was born near ¥ief 3Iuseia 1885, and enigrated
to Amarion 1880, After srriving in Hew !6rk City he took om
544 jobs mntil 1894 when he backme interested “In what the
~uayon Da Fersh solonizasion Project " had to offer., Taron
Ne éonh was & miliioneire Jew residing in Yew York ity who
sished to holp the poor Jewish pso-le. He gonaeived the idsa
that he oonld hamt do that by taking them %o North Dakota
whare they each oould get & freé honantaad of 150 sores good
farming land and thersfore he eent out hie sgenta to look for
s suitable loomtion that had room for A% least 50 tamiliee,
The agents Tound :;\WMOM, one wan near ‘shley, ¥.D.
and the other ahont 25 milee northenst of the oity of nevile
Lake, and 1% wan to the 1laat namad vroject =¥ paonle caoe,
Patheor started Zor Yorth M™aiots and Iiled on hie homer tead
nor!onnt of Devile Iake 1744 and wo 414 fifty other Jewish
Znmily men from Tew York Tiiy. Tach wan give *1972.07 to start
farming #ith and in that way the mambeara of thin aolony had

a good siart mt only very few of these ::2 wore fArmaTs OF
eapable of baing made Zarmers oul of, and 1ﬁon the 4ry years
of 1d8b-o~and 7, oane 1% seared nearly nll of thas sut af the

aountry, most of them wont east but Juat wharae I 4o not '‘mow,

“nly aboat 20 familise mtayed, And ther a1d wall On thalr farmse
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The following are the names of some of thome that stayed

on the farms ;

Philip Gresenberg
jennie Greenterg
Abrham Toohner
“andal ‘tlel

Joseph sl

Jenlanin Schlemerson
3am Goldberg

I L
Joe <

Alex Tanter
Abraham cgllot

Charke »
Benjamin "
Laies b
Yeir =
Mosea »

Jakot Barkoceitt
Abraham Tdelan

Iaak "
Jomevh hig
Herman -
Be Ooodmn o

Mr. de woodran’'e wilo wae H4rYRt %0 aonth fn & nralirie fire
1087, and 1t drought gromt sorrow to the colony. It was

onetomary to place & mtone over the grave at time of burisl,

bat in that part of the oount.i'y thers were no atonee, -and
80 they placed the olsim sheok over the grave, but later
an other fire ocume and bdurnt the claimehsok too, upd that

zade thinge s8till worse

f. Bdnoational faoillities were not the best in the new
solony dm% the religious dootrine and praotiges were
kept up, and devotional exerdises wers earsied an in “the
homee baut after & whils a echcol~houzae was duilt and
then the devotion was oarried on there, ‘.'ho' Jewe 40 not

have daptiam but mmle ohildren ars ciroumoiced while

fomale ohildren R®Ye a prayer gagq over them by s

Ra
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The Jews nop the Sabbath on Satarday and work on Sunday.
Radbl . Clieok ferved our commmnity from 1886 to 1895,

by that time me mny Jews had 1eft the farse that {¢
beoame hard to support the ghuroh organiszation.

Being borm in this country I know very 11ttle about

labor oonditione in the 0la Couatry, but often heard father
say that we should be glad that we wars {n Amérios and

not in (.“iunia where 1t wae hard to meke a living either

by work or in businese unless you had a big bnsinese,
howaver, the Jm always made it a praotioce to/start 1n

& bnoxnao that they ocould nandle oven 1if 1t had to be

.-n first only to btuy TEgs, but uxoy_wonld sontinne to

live within their mesns and lay aside a li1ttle at a time
until they conld take on a v grer businese. In this way
meny 0f the great financiere that ﬁhu soantry has hed
whkrked up rrou the very amunt beginning,

I dnow nothing about the recreational féaturee over in
the 0ld Comntry nor do I know about the monge, dangesn,
or weddings, ’

The reason tnat father emigrated from Rusele was purely
soonomieal. I 40 not Believe that the Jews were oppreased
in Ruesia at that time. He wae juet following the goneml

atream of o-lgrauon to Amorios thet was taking phoo at
that time and expeoted to gEreatly better his own and falxi-

1ie's living o8nditl one, as everything wae meager in the
014 Country,

I 40 not veliave that Ry peopls had made any special
preperation for the 't;-lp %0 America. I think thay juet
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got their clothing together and went with the orowd,
The trip was finsnced bty saronDefersh in New York
who tryed to help a large number of Jewizh paople
by setting them ap on farme in North Dakota. I do not
think that anyone of the group that came at the time
my parenta onme had any property while in Raseis
and eo they had nothing w dispose of, and they hsd
nothing -outaide of thelir wanring apparesl to bring with
them. About fifty Zfamilise oame st the same times from
the Kief district in “ussis &nd nearly nll of tho‘-
gnme to the Devile Lake distiriot nbout the same time
that my father did, Thal 1 the married men wounld
atart ont first end later when they had emtablizhed
_themaslvas then thelir families would 3oin them, In
that way I 81d not get to Forth Dakota until 1890
while father canms 1584, | e
?f. | Ae statad before my parents started from Jfof Ruesis
gfor Amerioca 1830 and four years later t-tbor onom
to the Devils lake tsrritory and pquatied on & ho-onul
24 miles northeast of Devile Lake, FeDo I have never
heard how the 000an YOyage was, only that they were
severely orowdad on the boat and ihat thoy ware glad
when they firet eaw land in Ameries. after gotiing off
the boat they wore taken oaras of by Jaws that lived
in the aity until ther oould provide quarters for theme
selvern, :
Vﬁ!. sinos I waa borm in Naw York arver my folke haed recided
‘thoro two yeara [ Jnow practiomlly nothing about the

oondition® under which my parents first lived In
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after thelr arrival in Amerios. Whem 8 years old

I joined my father on nie farm NP of Devils lake

and woriked with him on that farm for the next 10

vears. We did quite woll on the farm, father oontin-
ued to farm until 1917 whem bscanse of age he had %O
rotirs. Af%er leaving father's farm 1906 I

engaged 1n the Hotel dusiness at Hensboro, N.Dy,

and later moved to Devila Lake yhers I took oharge

of the Covalls Wotel, and 8ti1l later the %0‘!02 Rosell),

after shioh I entersd the intomobl 1e boeineas 1985,

and in 1932 I started oy pracent grooery businese

hers at 701, End,.tt. .

When 1 was farqlng we had no farm trastors or traedor
1mplents, 1t wmo "a11_horse drmwn Tara jop13fta, and thst
43 about the only alfference irn farming now and them
with the exception Of that we were not then rontr“'l\om
to farming & sertaln namhar of aoree as ander the ARA,
Our worit Arawhacke wera the renrs of drought bat
otherwise we aid well on the farm .

1 414 not farm during the denrssalon. The depreesion

d¢id not affect oy children's mchool.

1 think the orop gontrolo progrape i@ and will continue
to os of great hennefit to all the peophe in the
agricultural daistricte . ~ne allotment helps to give
the tarmeras bduying power during & tims that they wonld
not otherwise be able %o buy except on time, K and that
is to risky under present sonditions and to costly.
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"he Bovernment dam bullding progranm is of grest value
in that it provides employment to meny that need it
and &t the sams Yime maet de of permanent value in
sonserving waAter and moisture., Irrigation would not
be practical in thie distriet but andonbtedly several
thousand acres 6an in thet way be made profiasble in

other parts of the atate,

1 am etriotly for the Parm Seeurity Administration,
snd #PA programs. The WPi progrsn is the most important.
One oan :uttry to imagine the £ dire conditions that

would now prevall 1f we 414 not have the help of the m.
1 have regeived indireot benrfite Irom both the P3A snd the 4

: ‘1‘
WPA in that mmny of my. oustomers have besn M continua:
buying their neede for oash that withomt the weA would have:
been mtarving together with us now in buelnese vat without i
¥PA we wonld be without patrone and in that way would

aoon be unabple to pay rents, taxes, and enlaries,

In the epring of 1824 I amrried Pother Greenberg . Ve

have two daughtera: Prancis 20 years old, Irine B3

yesr#s o0ld both have received & higheschool sdnoation

ander our lidaral school system in Amerios.

we have always spoken Fnglieh in the house. I have

always taken the daily papers and the folke got magasines

of various kirde from the newa gtand,

~he Zorm of raareation my family enjoy i games of spord

like bameball, foo0t btall, sto. , and the movies
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§e have no houeehold ;oou: furniture or nhcr' objeels
that sets the home out as & foreign place.

The only aiﬁ'omoo in food is that we 40 not eat
anything with 1ard in 1t. e can eat the fat from

geene or ducke or mineral oila ete., but mo mt from plg®.

1 414 not faver Amerioca going into the World Wars I 4148 not
lose money in post War venk Zallures. My greatest poriod

of proaperity Wes ip the hotel buainess during the time

of the World War, and mow the 1ast yesr, uy greated lces
was 1927 to 1938,

: velisve that the Germane will lick England and Prance
in this war mﬂ'tbﬂ after that Furops will consist of
shree countries, Hmesis, gersany, sad Englsna, England
hae bheen y.ho raller of the seas noOw gor over 150 years,

after thim war Germany will be the ruller.

quention: What do you think will become of the Jews 12 Germany

gonquar the Alliea?
The Jews will Ue then &8 they always have Dée:m. They hav
aiwaye been persecuted and ariven fronm one plsce ‘to the
other, often they have besn burat 8% the stake, ¥e y.t' %
gelebrate the Fxodue {She departure of the Tsraeli tee
from Egypt when the 'Jm traveled with lMouem %0 the
Promimed Land.l. re.(It saenn that this sught to be
the journey out of Fgypt inplace of in %o 1%. {Writer.)
fhe Jewa then wore ander Ying phstdoh. During shie oele:
pration we aat unleaven bread like the Jews 414 while
\n the desert or the ildernesm. Tt i8 flour mixed with

water and apred on the rooke whioh ware 80 h6$ thaet She
mixture baked. Fhem they nad no watar they gathored ae

by -ang tho dew on the gras: into their ®hallow pame

S Al A
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Toder “mesas *11isaveth 1300 the Jews Za8 to lsave Jpeiw.
becanas they ware Purning them m: the siake eonume of thelir
religloun delief, In the 1300's they wars rersesuted by
Fing Alexander in igpweis ans =Wny of thl:'mt %0 Forwuy,
weden asd the United Stazes,
It mny places the Jews ire aending reliee wney %o the
#irioken Jorwsglene to anow ‘ﬂuir EPrrecolnsion of the
Forwegian poete and eriterw, ang u;oonlu the writings
of ¥ Wergelamt, sna J.3.¥elhaven. “Juleazem® [ Christame ®vs)
ty H,.Yergalani that epearx of the Freat syupathy ang ooEpAsSEien
of the Jew, erg ORTTied Tueh wmaight with the ¥orwesisn pocrla
is sovesinlly $o e noted,

[ and mat 1T 2 pamEslent wae sy
in stu s8fter lusen Tilnelirins 224 d104 they discoversd that
vy lrl;m cat the Jewe they ‘haq alee driven ont maoh pood
businase, some of the argent larorters 5Dd arportare wops
JeER. 1fter the Jesw lefs "paln founa nereawels with nr‘hy
S0y 1mport end export Susiness, ana eo they tryea to et the
Jews 2o ooas baok, but thet took &Ny yeare.

Then Carmany Sonquer agleand snd *rance then they will te (n
poRaesion of Jerumales und the Jews wil) wmant 34 kely have %o
BCVe oul btut they will 0 na befors, ‘hey will noeztas ta the
four corners of she earsh amd on Romorhed ipts other netlons,
“he Jemw are not like other aatlonnllittiaew :&5 Mvojoonntry.
TRe Yorweglane hnve Forway the Zwedee hnve fwaden, the Suris
“Wrky,bnt the Jews nave no fatherisnd o fight Zor, or %o £o
§0 82 A couniry of Theis Gnomariors or ToreTathare,

In looking vaok over S Pant 142y :
R B i
. t 2o live grae
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sgain 1 wonld most likely do just about the same as I did.
I belisve that North Dakota offer aa good and am many oppors

tunities sa any other place, and we have s healthy alimnt®e®
here, aslso good reovle around us, Yhat more can we ask,

0f the origpinsl colony of Jews that came to the Marrem DaBereh 1
projeot north of Devile Iake in 1884 and later,etill remain She

following: Lule Preedaan, Devilas lake, ¥.D.
.ﬁ mlnu g {Zouoph's wifs) %
{s danghter of Joo'ﬂ
Apnie ° b

Jomaph Mel
Jeak Dielusn
-Inie Cutterman

‘ A.B.Canter

no Jewish cemetdry located adont 24 miles FT of Devils Iake
I graves dut the namer on the stones have beem wore off,
M it ie doudbtfnl if any one new ocould looats any certain grl'n. ]

Inie Preedman kept a diary dari meny years sinea his arriwm]
here tut it seem® that he has not been Able %o Lind it at this 3
time. However, he is constantly looking for it snd will undoubte
edly fina 1t some dny, apnd then we my find the nases of othere
that oame with the ooiony that I now can not recall.
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